PARISH OF ST JOHN’S WOOD/THE GAP
Website: www.stjohnswoodthegap.net.au

Parish of St John’s Wood/The Gap

WELCOME

RECONCILATION
Mater Dei
Saturday 5.00-5.20
St. Peter Chanel
Sunday 4.30-4.45
BAPTISMS
Mater Dei
3rd Sunday
St Peter Chanel
4th Sunday
Baptism preparation
details available on
our website under
Parish Activities
PARISH SCHOOLS
Mater Dei
Primary School
Phone: 3514 4100
St Peter Chanel
Primary School
Phone: 3300 1202
PARISH COUNCIL
Kylie Gaul
(Chairperson)
kylie.brian@bigpond.com

New Parishioners
WELCOME
Please complete the form
in the newsletter.

Facebook page: StJohnsWoodTheGapCatholicChurch@St John’s Wood / The Gap Parish
Parish Office: PO Box 408, The Gap, Qld 4061
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 8.30 am—3.00 pm
Contact: Phone: 3300 6099
Fax: 3300 6255
Churches: Mater Dei : 16 Philomene Drive, Ashgrove
St Peter Chanel: 41 Chaprowe Road, The Gap
Parish Priest: Fr. Vu Dinh Tuong mdei@bigpond.com
Parish Manager: Richard James manager.thegap@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary: Caryn Lee thegap@bne.catholic.net.au
Sacramental Program enquiries only: ps.thegap@bne.catholic.net.au

SUNDAY 12th November 2017 - Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Readiness
‘Are you ready?’ is the phrase we hear daily from time to time, from early in the
morning to late at night. Children hear this from their parents and friends and
teachers. We adults know that some require a considerable amount of times to
prepare for a journey while others are quite moderate and happy and those are
endowed with a gift of being patient.
Before any big or small journey we need to prepare ourselves for a trip. People who
travel a lot often travel light. They know exactly what they need to carry and only
pack what is essential. They would not burden themselves with any luxuries but
would wisely predict and prepare for any unexpected event that potentially would
be foreseeable to happen. In case an unexpected event was going to happen they
would not panic but stay calm because they were ready to deal with the problem.
The parable of the ten bride mates seems to suggest that there are two groups of
people: One would well prepare for plan A and would also have an alternative plan B
for the journey in case of an unexpected event happening; the other group would
prepare just for the occasion without worrying about anything else. To be more
specific, one group was taking their lamps and having extra oil with them while the
other was taking their lamps without worrying about extra oil. The ones who took
extra oil for the journey would have predicted that it was possible for the delay
coming of the bridegroom and if that was the case they would not panic because the
extra oil would help them to fill in any time needed. They were correct, the bridegroom was late coming and the lamps of the group who didn’t bring any extra oil ran
out and asked for help. The other community’s members couldn’t help. How could
they refuse to help in an emergency situation like this in the middle of the night? It is
not about a selfishness behaviour on the part of the ones who carried extra oil.
There are many factors involved, namely the time factor and the instruments needed
to transfer oil from the cast to the lamps and the risk of being late to enter the
wedding hall. In reality there are countless occasions we can’t share what we have in
excess. We would love to share but we cannot. Parents can teach their children
about wisdom but can’t share it. They can teach children about knowledge but can’t
share it. They can share wealth, not health. We feel the pain of others but can’t
share it. We can mourn with friends but can’t share the loss. We can tell people
how to survive but can’t live for them. We can teach about faith but can’t share it.
The Gospel reading is all about preparedness and readiness and not much about
sharing. Preparedness and readiness about having faith in Jesus is something no one
can help, but one needs to commit oneself in responding to the call of the Gospel.
The community of faith can assist a person by providing support and encouragement
but the personal conviction must come from the heart of that person and he alone
before God. For various reasons people can delay in responding to God’s call but
there is a time limit and we don’t know when it is due. The parable confirms that
when the wedding hall door has closed then there is no more entry. Waiting for the
last minute to enter is a risky business and it is a dangerous approach.
Vudinh Tuong

Next Week’s Readings:
Thirty-Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time
First Reading
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20,
30-31
Second Reading
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
Gospel
Matthew 25:14-30

Prayers for the Sick
Stefan Golebiowski
Carolyn Webster
Andrew Dudgeon
Catherine Smith
Michele Henselien
Catherine Murphy
Fr. Jack Salisbury S.M.

Recently Deceased
Anniversaries

Paul Gannon
Mary Ridley
Edna Humphreys
Jack Dihm
Andrew Mahoney
Please note: we cannot add a name
to the sick list or recently deceased
list unless advised by a family
member direct.

First Reading: Wisdom 6:12-16
Wisdom is found by those who look for it.
Responsorial Psalm:
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life
with Jesus.
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful and ready: you know not when the Son of Man is coming.
Alleluia!
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:1-13
Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him.

Parish Pastoral Council News
The Parish Pastoral Council meeting was held on Wednesday 8th November 2017.
The following matters were discussed:



Volunteers BBQ;
Mater Dei 80th celebration this weekend.

The next meeting will be held in February 2018.
PARISH WORKING BEE - NEXT WEEKEND
th

Saturday 18 November, 10am onwards
This will be a great opportunity for parishioners to get
together to help “tidy up” our churches.
If you can lend a hand for an hour or two it would be
greatly appreciated. Many hands make light work.
Please bring buckets if you can.
Thank you.

St Peter Chanel Liturgy Roster
The roster for co-ordinators,
readers, ministers of communion
& computer is currently being
prepared.
Please let the parish office or
Rosemarie Brady know if you
would like to join the roster or
come off the roster.

Please let us know about
the sick
Every so often we learn of
people confined to their home
for quite a while or even
transferred to permanent care in
a hospice or nursing home.
We would like to bring the
sacraments to them so please let
the Parish Office know if family
members are so confined.
Please contact the parish
office: 3300 6099 or
Vi Hall: Mob: 0477 894 904

Rosary

Rosary will be held at 7:30pm
on Monday 13th November
2017 at Brian & Bernadette
Bennetts’ house, Ashgrove
Call Val Bonney for details
0417 631 246

Rosary
If you would like to pray the
Rosary in your home please
contact
Bruce Bonney
Phone: 3300 2959

Our last Gathering of the year will be a breakfast at 7am in the parish hall at SPC on Saturday
18 November. The guest speaker will be Fr Stephen Byrnes whose topic will be “The
Hammer of God: Jesus the Strong Man”. The talk will be based on the Gospel of St Mark,
which is a ‘no frills’ basic narrative of the resilience of Jesus when under pressure, and will put
into context the ‘real’ Jesus rather than the glossy, passive images that have developed over
time. The presentation is aimed to promote moral toughness of men when taking a stand to
protect not only the family, but also the weak and vulnerable. The full breakfast, including coffee
is still only $10.00. All men are invited. Please RSVP Mike on 0459 992 228 by 15 November.

Now Available to Purchase From Each Church & Parish Office

Christmas cards - pack of 8 $4. Holy Prayer Cards - pack of 10 $3.
2018 Columban Art Calendar $9 each. Advent Calendars - $5 each.
Five Minutes with the WORD (Advent) - $4. Little Blue Book (Advent & Christmas Season) - $5.00

Farewell Donations for Father Tuong

With Father Tuong leaving us at the end of the year,
we have been asked by some parishioners what they
can do or get for Father Tuong as a farewell gift.
The parish has opened up a bank account exclusively
for Father Tuong to use as he wishes. If you would
like to make a donation details are:
Account Name: Donations Fr Tuong
BSB No.: 064-786
Account No.: 007121108
Bank: Commonwealth Bank
Otherwise money can be left at the parish office in
an envelope for Father.

Prayers for the
Deceased during
November
If you have any deceased
family members you would
like included in the prayers of
the faithful during November,
please write their names in
the book at each Church
(right of the altar).

Can you Help?

Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament
Mater Dei Church
Monday 7pm-8pm
Friday 6pm-10pm

BEQUEST OR WILLS
All parishioners are asked to
consider including our parish St
John’s Wood/The Gap in your
will.
One of the greatest contributions
you can make to our parish is to
ensure a legacy of faith for the
young and to provide proper care
for the old.

Volunteers needed to help set up the Christmas light display the
week starting Tuesday 21st November. If you can lend a hand please
put your name on the volunteer form at the back of the church.
Also, volunteers are needed for the Christmas festival Sunday 17th
December to Thursday 21st December.
Volunteer sign up forms are located at the back of the church if you
are able to help out on any of the nights or for set up /clean up.
Donations for the Christmas hampers are also needed. If you have
any gifts you would like to donate, please drop off to the parish
office.
Thank you.
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal

Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th November will be the St Vincent de Paul
Christmas Appeal weekend. Please think of those in need this
Christmas and give where you can.
Also at this time the giving tree will be set up.

Wine Sales

NEW PARISHIONER
CONTACT FORM
Family Name:

_____________

Other Names:

_____________

Date of Birth:

_____________

Marital Status:

_____________

Spouse Name:

_____________

Spouse’s DOB:

_____________

Children & DOB’s:____________
_____________
_____________
Address:

_____________

Home Phone:

_____________

Mobile:
Email:

_____________
_____________



Tick to commence Parish

Planned Giving

Please place this completed form in
the collection plate or email your details to the Parish Office at:
thegap@bne.catholic.net.au or contact
the Parish Office on 3300 6099.

Thank you Louise, Denise, Debbie, Luisa and

Looking for Christmas
Sharon for your beautiful singing at last weeks
gift ideas or maybe just
All Souls’ Mass.
for yourself. Our
Wines from Seven Hills
winery in SA are
available for purchase.
Merlot and Riesling $15
per bottle or $160 per
carton of 12.
Money raised
goes towards
families in
need in our
Parish. Please
contact the
parish office.

A VOCATION
VIEW:
32nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time-A
A VOCATION VIEW:

We usually put a
great amount of
preparation into big
events like
weddings,
anniversaries and
parties of all kinds.
We should prepare
much more for the
final banquet in the
Kingdom of Heaven!

An exhibition of contemporary botanical art by the
Botanical Artists’ Society of Queensland Inc.
The Auditorium Brisbane Botanic Gardens,
Mt Cooth-tha, Toowong
Exhibition Dates: Friday 17 - Monday 20 November
Opening Times: 9:00am - 4:30pm
(closing 1pm Monday)
Entry $3 for adults, $2 for concession, children free.
Artwork and merchandise for sale.
Morning and afternoon tea available.
WOMEN’S DISCERNMENT RETREAT
Vocations Brisbane is running a weekend retreat for
young women who are keen to explore more about
a vocation to religious life. All young women 1840yrs old are welcome to come along and discover
more about where God is calling you!
Date: Saturday 25th – 26th November 2017
Time: 9am Saturday - 5pm Sunday
Venue: Canossian Spirituality Centre, 169 Seventeen Mile Rocks Rd, Oxley
For more information or to RSVP
contact Sr. Melissa 0484 007 508

MASS TIMES

Birthday’s for this
week in
November
Peter Maher
Chris Hazzard
Margo Carwardine

MATER DEI

What a joy it is as
we celebrate this
80th anniversary.
Thank you to
everyone who
helped out in
preparation for this
special day.

Prayers for the sick:
When there is a request
to pray for a sick person
their names will be in
the Prayers of the
Faithful for 2 weeks and
in the Bulletin for 2
weeks. If you wish to
continue after that,
please contact the parish
office.
Names of recently
deceased will be on the
prayer list for 2 weeks
The Editor retains the
right to edit any items
that are submitted to the
bulletin.
The cut off for the Parish
Bulletin is Wednesday
3pm.
If you have any queries
please contact the Parish
Office on: 33006099

FEAST DAYS/NOTES

Monday 13/11
Tuesday 14/11

9:00am

Wednesday 15/11

9:00am

Thursday 16/11

9:00am

Friday 17/11

Congratulations
parishioners of St
John’s Wood / The
Gap Parish on the
80th anniversary of
Mater Dei’s
Church.

ST PETER CHANEL

9:00am

Saturday 18/11

5:30pm mass

Sunday 19/11

9:30am Mass

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary

8:00am Mass
5:00pm Mass

MD school news….
On Monday of this week Mater Dei had three guest Principals supporting the staff and students.
The Locke family were the winners of the 'Principal for a Day' prize for selling the most 'Music in
the Moonlight' raffle tickets. After a few initial nerves, our guest principals revelled in the role.
Mr Locke, Ms Locke and Mr
Locke spent some time
recognising the students and
parents who they noticed had
been working hard. They shared
morning tea with the staff and
handed out awards on assembly.
Congratulations to Mr Robinson,
Mr Muir and the Year 6 Touch
team for placing runners-up in the
Bowl division at the All Schools
Primary Touch Competition last
weekend.
Congratulations to Alex for
participating in mass for the first
time as an Altar Server last
Sunday. A big thank you to Mrs
Cathy Kruip for her continued
support of the Mater Dei Church
and School Altar Servers.

Renae Collier
Acting Principal

TUESDAY MORNING PLAYGROUP
Please come and enjoy a cup of coffee and cake with other parents from The Gap Community. It's an
informal gathering to chat and meet other parents while our children play and get messy with craft.
When: Tuesday mor nings at 9am (after school dr op off).
Where: SPC Par ish Hall.
What to bring: A gold coin donation (in or der to keep the coffee pot full and the kids
entertained).
Check out their Facebook page Tuesday Playgroup@St Johns Wood Parish Hall
Pender & Whitehouse

Solicitors Since 1917

JOHN WHITEHOUSE

PH (07) 3356 6589
Deceased Estates, Fixed Fee Conveyancing,
Business - Leasing and Buying & Selling
Email: pwh@qld.chariot.net.au
250 Enoggera Road, Newmarket.. Qld 4051

